Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 153885 
ORIGIN INR-10 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-11 ISO-00 SIG-03 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 PM-05 
NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 ACDA-I2 /064 R 

DRAFTED BY INR/RNA/NF:IRHOOPER/RTFI ,I JOTTiIVW 

APPROVED BY INR/RNA: PJGRIFFIN 

INR/RNA/NE - DELONG 

NEA/ARN - ETUNIS 

NEA/ARP - ICOUNTRYMAN 

113630 170206Z/66 

P 162027Z JUN 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY IIDDA 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

DIA WASHDC 

SECDEE WASHDC 

SECRETSTATE 153885 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL, SY, JO, SA 

SUBJECT:REPORT OF SYRIAN- JORDANIAN-SAUDI AIR DEFENSE 
WARNING SYSTEM 

REE: DAMASCUS 3269 

1 . THE SAUDIS AND JORDANIANS BOTH DISPLAY CONCERN ABOUT 
ISRAELI INTRUSIONS INTO THEIR AIR SPACE. THE SAUDI AND 
JORDANIAN AIR DEFENSE SYSTEMS, FURTHERMORE, HAVE SOME 
COMMONALITY OF US-SUPPLIED EQUIPMENT. ACCORDINGLY, AS 
REPORTED BY THE DEFENSE ATTACHE IN AMMAN, OEFICIALS IN 
RIYADH AND AMMAN HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING THE POSSIBILITY OP 
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COORDINATING THEIR AIR DEFENSE SYSTEMS TO DETECT ISRAELI 
INTRUSIONS INTO SOUTHERN JORDAN AND NORTHERN SAUDI ARABIA. 

2. ISRAELI AIR INCURSIONS OVER JORDAN AND SAUDI ARABIA 
HAVE BEEN A CONTINUING SOURCE OF IRRITATION OVER THE LAST 
FEW YEARS. ISRAELI AIRCRAFT HAVE FLOWN AS FAR AS AMMAN AND 
OVER THE TABUK REGION OP SAUDI ARABIA AS WELL. WITH SOME 
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FREQUENCY, THEY ALSO VIOLATE SAUDI BORDER AREAS ALONG THE 
GULE OE AQABA. SAUDI- JORDANIAN RADAR COVERAGE ALONG THEIR 
JOINT BORDER HAS BEEN POOR, AND AIR DEEENSE COORDINATION 
MAY BE AN ATTEMPT TO DETECT AND VERIFY THE NATIONALITY OE 
AIRCRAET THAT INTRUDE INTO THE AREA. 

3. SPECULATION IN NEWSWEEK INTERNATIONAL ABOUT TRIPARTITE 
AIR DEEENSE TALKS INCLUDING THE SYRIANS SEEMS TO HINGE 
UPON THE ASSUMPTION THAT DAMASCUS AND AMMAN HAVE MADE SOME 
PROGRESS IN COORDINATING BILATERAL AIR DEEENSE TACTICS 
AGAINST THE ISRAELIS. WHILE AMMAN MAY INDEED BE IN THE 
PROCESS OE SUPPLEMENTING BILATERAL JORDANIAN-SYRIAN AIR 
DEEENSE COOPERATION WITH SEPARATE BILATERAL LINKS WITH 
RIYADH, WE CANNOT CONEIRM THAT THE THREE PARTIES ARE 
EORMULATING AN OVERALL AIR DEEENSE PLAN AS SUGGESTED BY 
NEWSWEEK. NEWSOM 
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